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WASHINGTON,  D.C,  20310 
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AGDA  (M)  (2A  Apr  70) 


FOR  OT  UT  701 128 


28  April  1970 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  22Jd  Aviation 

Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  January  1970  (U) 


SHE  DISTRIBUTION 


i.vv  L.iv.,., 


1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  Ab,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS,  223d  AVIATION  BATTALION  (COMBAT) 
APO  San  Francisco  96238 


AVBACB-DE  9  February  1970 

SUBJECT;  Oi)erational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  22Jd  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  January  1970  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1  •  Section  1,  Operations:  Signiiicant  Activities. 

a,  ('J)  Goaeral.  This  report  covers  the  period  I  llovcnbor  1969 
through  31  Jtuiuary  1970,  and  is  subnitted  in  accordance  with  AR  .525-1 5  and 
U3AHV  Regul  .luion  525-15.  This  report  includes  the  Headquarters  and  Head¬ 
quarters  Cc;..pan;y',  223d  Aviation  Bc.ttalion  (Conbat),  18tl;  Aviation  Company 
(utility  Airplane),  163d  Medical  Dotachment,-183d.  Avi-tion  Company 
(Utility  Airplaao),  I85th  Aviation.  Company,  (Utility  Airplane),  203d 
Avi.ation  Company  (Utility  Airplane),  219th  Aviation  Company  (Utility 
/irplanc),  and  the  225th  Aviation  Coepapy  .(Survcill.-nce  ^rplane), 

b,  (C)  Porsonncl, 

(1)  Infusion  Program:  Ho  signific.ant  problcmg  have  occurod  during 

this  iu.,rter  and  any  conflicts  h.'.ve  boon  ri.;solved  int^rn;lly.  Prior 
probl  ,mo  i;i  the  163d  Medical  Detaciuncnt  wer^  resolved  by.roplaccmont 
pcrsorjucl  from- COM  US.  prespnt  rate  of  foreign  service  tour  oxtensions 

coupl>jd  vdth.  th^.  current  flow  of  rcplacuments  appear  sufficient  to  pro- 
clude  futune  problems  without  requiring  cnatside  assistance, 

(2)  Replaccmcntss 

(a)  Ihlistvjd  rcplaccmonts  wore  reCuivod  in  g.atisf'ctory  numbers 
during  the  final  two  months  of  this  quarter  after  an  iiaiticl  period  of 
insufficient  replacements,  (EM  assigiaed;  iJov  9}  64-j  Jrn.98),  The 

quality  of.  junior  enlisted  replacoments  is  lacking,  .i-lOS  producing  schools 
.appc'’r  to  be  graduating  porsoaicl  on  the  basis  of  time  sp^nt  in  school 
rather  th.'ui  proficiency,  Extonsivn  OJT  is  required;. to  train  individuals. 
This  is  ^specially  prevalent  in  71B,  71H,  and  67A  MOS's  and  should  bo 
corrected  at  the  school  level,  Short-ges  currently  exist  in  thu  following 
areas:  MOS  70110  (-uitii:  17,  Isg;  8),  71B20  (-huth:  14>  -^g:  7),  71P40 
(Ijjth:  9,  7),  and  71T20  (.Jitlx;  10,  .IsgS  2),  During  this  quarter  171 

enlisted  roplacomcnts  wore  received  lc''.ving  tho  battalion  at  93%  of  its 
enlisted  .■'trength  ,at  tiiv,  end  of  the  quarter,  a  drop  of  3%  since. the 


previous  qu^ntcr, 
refi  oj  x.’j 
/O!  S' 
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..VB.HE-DE  9  Fijbr’jiry  1970 

SUBJEXITi  Opt,:- .t.'.', .-L  iti^tjort- ' .  ..ciis  ’iTnod,  223d  -viation  Battalion 
(Coir.L '.t  - ,  Boriod  Su  -g  31  o’anu'iry  1970 

(■' J  Tli.j  quality  oT  officijt'  ropl  ..■ciacnl.'i  has  been  satisfactory^  Only 
20%  cl.  '  hj  avi  r .,pla!',ijEent;.  rri  ,■  .d  dix’.  ctly  out  of  flight  fichool, 
Howov.;^  snort,.  -  j  .-'f  couinis-jionc-d  .iff !  c  .-x'.s  rer.-dn  critical.,  Tet;ils  of  22 
Coml -.sioned  offieex’s  and  14  Warrant  c:‘flc,-"s  worn  rf;cuivcd  during  this 
quarter  la  .viiig  the  b  ittclicn  vxith  70%  of  i's  .".uthorisod  coi.aniissionod 
stro.a-'' ‘i  of  191  end  90%  of  it.s  author  Lcc-d  u  irr.ant  strongt/i  r'f  57,  or  :in 
ovora'i off: -.•or  p  re  it.  .go  of  78%. 

(  ' '  ho.,:..!.  Lst-,  ...-.t;  During  this  r._pcr  ring  period  txi.j  b'.Lt-dion  roenlinb- 

riont  1'.-  visits  t;)  outlying  unnp.aies.  Tue  results  wore  7 

roualistmei; !  ;  -.f  :.'.r..r  soldiers  aid  9  fir..3t  term  reeuiistaonta,  'fiiLs 
ropro.io'; to  !, T'.‘  f  toi..  -jligihl.j  first  toiti  soldiers  and  100%  reaiu.i„tii.ent 
of  iv.r.  r  ' 

(  ' ''  tdu  23d  .  Aviati'U.  B.'.ttrlivn  (Co:r.b.:it)  is.  -itt  ,chod 

;ia  , 

(t)  T1  ■■  f.i.y, if it  p'.r.'--  rnici  cri  :ig'.s  w'lt..':.:i  trie  c  -std  {  ff 

duri.ig  v.i  ,  lit  !!U.;'i.er  are  l.'ollowsx 

(  ■)  .-J'!.!..  i.f-'"-.:!,  2dO-<'...''5262,  'SsurieJ  .liit*es  as  ba. ttali-cn  e>~3 

nn  1  1'  vi;-.;.  -1;']  Tf-jtias  Iv,  liydon,  L'J,  263-54-7784. 

(f)  '.'.'T  o,  er,  F.l,  30  3-4'“ 2 369,  as.suxuod  duties  us  battalion 

S“4  or,  '!  Jc.-c  1  .n,  ./ioc  fP'l'  Janes  L,  loorgo,  IW,  243~50-6'l  14. 

(o)  of  l  -fL.-;.  ii.  .Hj.,!  n.n,  ,..'1,  251-' .''--f 94,  Uvi. 'mud  ■Jati.'.'s  s.s  Battalion 

Assi'l'tud  f-  -  f,  .Or  V  O'.f'O. 

(u.  .Li  1'.  I.'.  M-.  f.  .L;t‘.dl,  8C,  42  5-58-  3374,  as:'.uni;)d  duties  c'ls 

Dattiilion  f-2  on  ’3  ■vj  1'd69;  vico  C?T  Bumoll  ...  Morcar,  Pd,  569— .36-1 188, 

(  )  >  .  .,  .'  ' -o— ob '.'4 ,  !issuj..o\:  eiitt'jx.  ,i.x  "'titt.iLii.on 

b-!.  i  'on  Iv/O,  vi  ■■1  -i-il  fliciiard  C.  .octrdl,  .>0,  425-53-3J74. 

i.  Li  .  1  .-’-i.L  e,  w  j  I  "liT ,  u  - ,  t  O'  ■— 4'-'“’',it1 1> ,  u:isurn.,d  duti.'.  US  B,.ittfLion 
S-2  on  .  .;  1//0,  vi'o,  if?  Ulenii  R,  .ii_en,  1;',  25 |•*66-<f3'?t^., 

( p- )  ux'T  D^or*  L,  d<,r,V'js,  .H,  7!46e-34— 0065,  us-sunud  dutxes  its  Battalion 
S-l/.fijut„nit  ij.n  1  D-iC  1 -f'f'i,  Vico  OFT  Earle  Steinberg,  LI,  030-32-9583. 

(:,)■  Ctf  Geor-e  R,  ill  ck,  F..,  259-o8-58'''‘3,  '.ssuiEot,  .lati.es  a.i  DatLilion 
!.vi-.:tion  3,  i'ety  (irff,:..,r  on  1  fov  I'li&O,  vice  OPT  Jo'nn  ■  Grilli,  TO, 
151~>1-4t59. 

( i)  Gf'T  D.'vid  H.  O'li-tra,  fC,  131-34—4986,  ass'Uiiicd  duties  .as  B.attallon 
..viation  .'i-'.i  ite.i .  Uffir-.  r  cn  28  Dec  1%9,  vi-,::  OPT  Ra'i'crt  B,  Terry  Jr,, 
TO,  253-60-7457! 
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S11HJE(;T;  Operational  Report -Lessons  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  January  1970 

(j)  CW2  Herbert  L.  Clark,  QM ,  4J9-42-3553,  assumed  duties  as  Batt.ilion 
Supply  Technician  on  30  Nov  1969. 

(k)  CU'2  James  L.  Pesicka,  01),  504-46-9819,  assumed  duties  as  H.ittalion 
Auto  Maintenance  Technician  on  12  Jan  1970,  vice  C,W2  Robert  K.  Savage, 

01),  467-32-4430. 

(l)  (,PT  Terrance  E.  Wehrkamp,  SC,  503-44-5478,  released  by  1)ER0S  on 
6  Dec  1969  as  Battalion  Signal  Officer. 

(m;  CPT  John  M.  Smith,  AR,  513-34-7358,  assumed  duties  .is  HHC 
Commander  on  24  Nov  1969,  vice  CPT  David  S.  Tracy,  IN,  5  37- JH-f)494. 

(n)  MAJ  Thomas  L.  McCord,  AR,  261-42-1474,  assuiiied  command  ol  the 
IHth  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane)  on  8  Dec  1969,  vice  M\J  Willi.rs 
A.  Bloemsma,  IN,  577-50-0827. 

(o;  M/\J  Willis  L.  Manley,  EA ,  51  7-34-7672,  .assumed  coimiiand  oi  the 
18Jd  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane)  on  24  Dec  196“,  vi(e  ^l^J  Edward 
L.  ll.irris,  IN,  423-24-4476. 

(p)  MA,,'  William  A,  .Moldaschel,  FA,  474-38-7800,  ,issumed  conimand  ol 
the  203d  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane)  on  9  Jan  1970,  vice  MA.I 
Daniel  R.  Bailey,  IN',  231-30-0324. 

(q)  MAJ  David  C.  Naumann,  IN,  397-28-6545,  assuiiied  command  ol  the 
219th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airpl.ino)  on  20  Nov  1969,  \'ice  .HAJ 
Robert  11.  Stafford,  IN,  558-46-7412. 

16)  Casualties:  The  battalion  casualties  for  tlie  period  were  live 
wounded.  (See  Inclosure  #2) 

(7)  Awards:  A  breakdown  of  unit  awards  appears  in  Inclosure  "2) 


Inte  I  1  ieence . 


(I)  Enemy  Situation:  The  enemy  initiated  a  major  operation  in 
November  in  the  Bu  Prang-Duc  Lap  ,irea  involving  elements  of  the  28th  NT,'/ 
Regt  ,  66th  NVA  Regt,  K- )94th  Arty  Bn,  K-3Jd  Arty  Bn  and  K-)7  S.iijper  Bn. 
This  offen;;ive  was  exhausted  by  the  first  week  in  December  and  .ictivity 
remained  light  and  scattered  until  January.  Starting  in  the  lirst  week 
of  January,  reports  of  a  possible  Tet  buildup  and  offensive  began  to 
accumulate  along  with  some  activity  in  Binh  Dinh  province  to  include 
stand-off  fire  attacks  against  An  Khe  and  LZ  English.  Overall  enemy 
activity  increased  with  the  possibility  of  a  Tet  Offensive  indicated  at 
the  end  of  this  reporting  period. 


(2)  Ground  Attacks:  There  was  one  ground  attack  .igainst  an  .lirlield 
where  elements  ol  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  were  loc.ited  during  the 
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SUBJECT;  Operational  Report-Lasaona  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  January  1970 

period  1  November  through  31  January,  Tliis'  was  directed  against  Dong  Ba 
Thin  on  30  November  and  resulted  in  one  man  slightly  wovnaded  with  no 
damage  to  unit  aircraft.  There  were  33  stand-off  fire  attacks  reported 
from  tiiese  installations  with  Bah  Thuot  and  An  Khe 'hardest  hit  followed 
by  Oong  Ba  Thin  and  Gia  Nghia, 

(3)  Air  .‘ictivity:  Units  of  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  reported  104 
shot-at  incidents  during  this  reporting  period,  Hie  battalion  lost  one 
0-1  as  a  result  of  enemy  action.  The  following  is  a  breaJrdown  by  unit; 


SH0T-,.T» 


T0T:X  JSIIR'S 


18th  Avn.Co  (UA) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

183d  A'vn  Co  (UA) 

1 

4 

0 

5 

185 til  Avn  Co  (UA) 

70 

6 

1 

76 

203d  -tvn  Co  (U..) 

14 

3 

0 

17 

219th  ..vn  Cc  (UA) 

9 

3 

0 

12 

225th  ..vn  Co  b..) 

9 

0 

0 

9 

TOT.d 

104 

16 

1 

120 

*  Shot-/it  reports  are  not  inclusive  of  hit  and  destroyed  reports. 


(4)  Collection  Plan: 


(a)  lie  four  0-1  companies  of  the  223d  -viation  Battalion  flow  8,155 
visual  roconnoissance  sorties  and  reported  2,615  significaiit  sightings. 

The  225tii  ..viation  Co:m.aiy  (Surveillance  airplane)  flaw  327  SL.Ji  missions, 
3,854  18  ird.i;siono,  --ind  486  visual/photo  missions, 

(b)  N’^iierous  OIR's  (Other  Intelligence  Requirements)  were  levied  on 
this  battalion  including  requests  for  information  on  oneiiy  use  of  chemical 
warfare,  now  or  modified  enemy  weapons,  and  position  reports  of  the  22d 
UV..  Regiment,  One  SICR  (Specific  Intellige-.co  Collection  Requirement)  was 
roquostod  concerning  ixissiblo  locations  a-id  data  on  VC  factories, 

(5)  .^ninistr-tivo  Intolligouco  .jctivitios; 

(a)  Security  Cle '.rr.uncGs:  During  the  past  qu'U'tor,  the  223d  -vintion 
Battalion  processed  76  SECRET  do. trances,  20  CONFIDjiiJTI.X  clearuncos,  one 
Background  Invostiration,  xnu  five  liatioad  .^'cncy  Chocks,  US.JR  chocks 
wero  submitted  for  vorific .’ti'.  n  of  6  TOP  SECRET  clo.r''jtcoB, 


(b)  VJ'j’  Trop'nios;  Tlirce  war  trop.tios  wore  roportod  and  properly 
registered  during  tlds  reporting  period. 

(c)  Dissidonce  Report:  One  individual  in  the  219th  ^viation  Conqpony 
was  reported  is  a  possible  dissident  pcrson/iel  during  this  reporting 
period. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Le scons  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Qiding  31  January  1970 

(d)  Survival,  Escape,  and  Evasion: 

1,  A].l  aviators  assigned  to  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  receivoi  a 
thorough  .briefing  on  Survival,  Escape,  and  Evasion  as  part  of  their  unit 
inprocessing  orientation.  Jhiphasis  was  placed  on  the  survival,  escape  and 
evasion  equipment  available  and  the  proper  procedures  for  employment  of 
hao  equipment  in  order  to  provide  for  ;m  efficient,  tefiective  rucoveiy  of 
dow.iod  air  personnel. 

2  ^'-a.y  newly  assigned  'Vi-’.ters  have  attended  one  of  the  throe  avail  .bio 

rurviv.d,  or  a  ,p.j  jad  ov.sion  courses  while  enroutc  to  the  Republic  of 
Vie  in  jii,  .'i.v.ail '.ble  schools  for  onroute  -and  assigned  pcrson-nel  aro: 

y,  PAC.lF  Jungle  Surviv'-l  School  (PJSS),  Clark  ilFB,  Phillipincs, 

_b  P.h.iF  Lifo  Support  School  (PL33),  Kadcna  .IFB,  Okia-'.v/a, 

ihUTUP  Junglo  Environnent-al  Survival  School  (JEST),  Subic  Point  d^iS, 
Phillipi'les. 

2  --t  the  pre.sont  ti  the  b  .  it  .lion  a  .3  39  surviv.al,  usc.ipe.  .a’ d 

eva.aii'.n  .aci  i.ol  train. .-d  perscnael  asrign  ,d  t.hroughout  its  imits.  During 
this  r.i.  tin,/  period  quotas  wer..  r,c-ivod  .'dlowing  three  crevmcmbors 
from  luiits  c)f  tiiis  b:.  it  ■.  .ion  to  ■.tt..nd  tiio  PLdS  course  in.Okinaw.a,  w’o 
quotas  for  other  schools  Wer-.  lUCeived, 

d ,  ( C )  Operations , 

(1)  Th.,  223d  .'ivi  '.tion  .Bati,  .lion  (Comb  t)  contiiu'ed  to  provide  fixed 
'.;ing  vi  -tion  support  to  tiie  US  "nd  Free  World  Forces  located  priim-xily  in 
ttu  n  Cerps  Tactic.il  Zone,  Republic  of  Vi..,tna'n,  This  support  wa.^  reiidorod 
utilising  t. assets  of  one  U-I.i  comp  any,  four  0-1  companies,  a.id  one  OV-1 
comp.aiy.  The  b.'.tt'.lion  C1..W  .  tot  .1  i;f  25,4^0  hours  of  combit  support  with 
'ui  .Ve-r -.gj  '.vailability  r'to  of  81, 0^  during  this  r-porting  period.  Both 
norm  JL  and  special  oper '.tions  u.re  sv.p_eort-d  by  units  of  the  battalion, 

Tlie  only  I  ’.rge  scale  oper  -.tion  w's  in  connect! -cn  with  the  cae.my  offensivd 
in  the  Bu  Pruig-Duc  L.ap  area,  Rem  .ini  ig  nupp..irt  vr.s  1  .rgely  given  to  uiits 
opor  .ting  in  search  of  enemy  supply,  c  .ches,  i.ifiltrati '.i  rsutes,  .anti¬ 
aircraft,  mortar  end  rocket  fifing  positi  n, 

(2)  numerous  inspect!  ..1  visits  were  nude  by  ;;t  ff  pers.annel  to 
subordin  .to  operati  ns  sccti -ns,  I'icw  i.ispoctie.n  chec’clists  were  prepared 
from  the  1  test  regulatinas  ;id  distribute  pri.r  to  inspectien  visits. 
In-depth  inspecti'.ns  wer..  then  made  i.a  .roas  covered  by  toe  checlclists 
and  results  forwarded  through  chaiwels  to  vuiit  commanders  for  corrective 
action.  Previously  weak  are. 3  have  been  largely  brouglit  up  to  standard  as 
a  result  of  those'  efforts* 
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AVBACB-DE  9  February  1970 

FUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  January  '970 

Smaller  ARVN  and  ROK  operations  were  also  suppo’-ted  in  Binh  Dinh  province. 
Assigned  aircraft  flew  a  total  of  3,686  combat  and  combat  support  hours 
with  an  average  airctdft  availability  rate  of  92.4%. 

(7)  219th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane);  The  219th  Aviation 
Company  continued  its  mission  of  providing  aviation  support  to  the  4th 
Infantry  Division,  52d  Artillery  Group,  5th  Special  Forces  and  MACV 
elements  in  Pleiku  and  Kontum  provinces.  No  large  scale  operations  were 
conducted  by  supported  units  during  this  quarter.  Support  to  operations 
by  the  219th  was  limited  to  artillery  employment,  reconnaissance,  and 
control  between  units.  Construction  continued  on  perimeter  bunkers  at 
Camp  Holloway,  two  of  which  were  completed  during  this  period.  In  addition 
a  TOC  bunker  was  constructed  in  the  company  area.  The  company  flew  a 
total  of  5,346  hours  while  maintaining  an  average  aircraft  availability 
rate  of  81.7%. 

(8)  225th  Aviation  Company  (Surveillance  Airplane):  During  this 
reporting  period  1  November  1969  through  31  January  1970,  the  225th 
Aviation  Company  continued  to  provide  Infrared,  SLAR,  Visual  and  Day  and 
Night  Photographic  surveillance  to  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  Free 
World  Forces  supported  were:  4th  Infantry  Division,  17'3d  Airborne  Brigade, 

II  ARVN  Corps,  Task  Force  South,  Republic  of  Korea  9th  and  10th  Division, 
24th  Special  Tactical  Zone,  "B"  Company,  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  Quang 
Due  province,  and  IFFV.  On  12  November  1969,  the  225th  emplaced  a  TKQ-2 
SLAR  Ground  Data  Station  at  Ban  Me  Thuot  in  support  of  the  23d  ARVN 
Division  by  providing  a  real  time  presentation  of  targets.  Originally 
employed  during  the  seige  at  Bu  Prang  and  Due  Lap,  the  station  continued 

to  provide  valuable  support  to  the  23d  ARVN  Division  end  ()uang  Due  province 
and  has  remained  in  service  at  Ban  Me  Thuot.  Night  photographic  capabilities 
were  perfected  using  the  SUU-25  Rocket  Pods  during  November  and  used  for 
missions  near  Bu  Prang  and  Due  Lap.  On  15  January  1970,  an  Infrared  Mine 
Detection  Test  was  conducted  with  the  Army  Concept  Team  Vietnam.  Test 
results  indicate  that  tiie  OV-1  Infrared  system  can  detect  m.ines.  On  22 
January  the  225Lh  completed  its  30th  month  of  accident  free  flying  having 
accumulated  28,024  accident  free  hours.  During  this  reporting  period,  a 
total  of  3,809  hours  were  flown  with  a  resulting  aveiage  aircraft  avail¬ 
ability  rate  of  74.0%. 

e .  (U)  Training . 

(1)  All  quarterly  training  requirements  were  met  by  the  units  of  this 
battalion.  Areas  of  emphasis  have  been  OJT  training  of  clerical  personnel 
to  fill  needed  MOS  positions  and  aviation  standardization  and  safety,  with 
special  emphasis  on.  inexperienced  aviators. 

(2)  Aviator  safety  classes  were  conducted  monthly  in  all  subordinate 
units  and  a  bimonthly  safety  meeting  was  held  at  battalion  level.  Standard¬ 
ization  meetings  at  battalion  level  were  held  on  3  November  1969  and 

5  January  1970. 
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SUBJECT;  0_,cr  tio;.".!  Hopor’^Loasona  Locjmod,  223d  .^vi.  tion 
vCj::.'.  .i:,  I'-jri  )d  Efiding  31  Juiu'Lry  1970 

(3)  Durinj  this  rc);>jrtirig  poriod  the  batkdion  tr.uiidag  program 
undurjont  cxta:i;;iv'.  upijr.uding  ;aid  Inapection,  Chucklista  and  S03'”3  oon- 
coniing  tr  ueTe  pubJiaiie-d  ■■.t  batt  -.lioa  l.;vol  and  diatribuUjd  to  all 

3ubordi:i '  ti,  ui.Li...,  I.'i3pocti,.a  vlaita  wore  thon  laado  by  batt.olion  stiff 
personnel  .:id  _i.it,.  -  f  di3orijp,.ricio3  fui-w.-Jdad  t.irou^b  ch.ui.iois  to  unit 
comm. i.id.jrs  for  ..:oi  a.  .Fjllow-up  inspoctions  ahcjwod  noteworthy  inprovo- 
montSn 

(U)  'Hk;  '.i,J3d  •  ■•’i  'L  G..)ripaiii'  conducted  an  .xori'lL  Observer  Tr-.Jjting 
Sch:iel  '.t  oui  .'..a.-'a,  T'w.’;;ty'~five  h'CC‘'a  'ind  officora  cunploied  the  two— 
wuok  oOLu  je  "jid  n  w  p  .rticip '.ti.  In  regul.ir  niaaioua, 

(3)  11..'  ..V  :  rr  w-r.,  tr  nyltioned  into  tho  U-1,.  by  the  I3tii  Aviation 

C'.np  .ay  l;:;.!  r  rtiug  p^ri  )d. 

f  0  { 1  )  L ■  1  •  •  i  ,s . 

(l)  i  .tuacG  •.•i.-.its  hav.-  been  mode  by  a  balta.Lion  .0-4 

team  co'..,,;!.,  ..  ,  .--it  ..iiLcei,  '.'.rcraft  mainten.ar.ce  effiJor,  two 

alrcrtiXt  to'.'nnic.jl  in.:pectoro,  t.’;6  automotive  mal.atonance  toc.hnicia;!,  lond 
tho  sup;.ly  tor.^’aici .nr.,  '.".'li.s  tc.nir.  ia:.  found  that  actu^dly  wrrki.ng  with 

aubordina:.  ;  i'-~c  better  result.^  than  merely  iuapecting  and 

recora"  y:aii.i..  „  rrr.ei-.y,  worki.ng  w.ltLi  these  units  gives  battalion  staff 

me.mbera  iUr.-  t  ins’.  ;ii'.  to  init  i  r  .tljtr.s, 

( '•  •  •  i'.l'  ■  1  •  .  li'.  t •  ina;.:vj 

(a)  b,:e  ssi'.'i  pui'ieds  havo  r.i.ulWi  iron  i.» ..di,  ;uuto  operator 

iTxint  j:  rvisio:.  by;  ::.oti  a  chiefs  .uid  ■ ;  . ....ind.-jj' ■;  iias 

r..'iuc'XJ  t- I'i  .u.  a.:.!  -a  fici  .riciea  .Uid  shcrteiT.jd  down  t.i;no. 

(b)  Pi.L  :  r!.-  :  ;v  !.)e_n  tuJ.yed  to  u]:<i._to  their  PEL' s  tiirough 

inatiai.-"  n...c'.  y  .a.- 't.'.in  sui  ;'ortin,_  diouir. .n ts  mo  conduct 

prep  ;•  .Vo--.  •,  L;:  .jliaien  t-rey  h.Ve  beeii  r..,vi,_w,.d  on  pertinent 

reF.ult.tio.'.u,  .L-i  7  )>-35  cd  1st  7ivn  Bdo  733-35. 

(3)  Hirer  ft  n.iict....  uice 

(a)  Oil  .yia  .itt  .,i  to  the  Petroleicn  Aialysis  SUition  .it  C;un 

Ranh  Bay  by  unit  rvl,-..  plau-ons  must  be  iccur  it...  a.nd  tii.i.^ly.  To  insuro 

this,  a  lof;  C' ...ia.t.ah-'i,’  ■lirc.r.'-.rt  tail  nur.ber,  engine  serin!  number,  airframe 
houra  an, I  e-.n,;i.s.'  ^  ..;ie  i.oidd  bo  topt  ty  unit  mtilntenance  officers  re^ona- 
ible  for  ircii-i.'ig  tl.o  -LI  .s-ompicr. 

'\b)  .ilror  I’c  du..'::  'n  o  i.  r  ,,orL  .'cL'  T.ainte.'i.ance  .nay  b.  cut  cunaiderably 
if  all  firsn  "ati'ios  on  tLia  2403-13  and  Z'tOo-'iU  forms  uro  corrected 

prior  to  t:..'  - , ir .'i' .-.ft  'uraod  over  tr.  service  olutoon  personnel. 
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AVBaCB-DE  9  February  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  January  1970 

(c)  Technical  supply  and  aircraft  meintenance  3>ersonnel  can  solve 
many  mall  problems  .before  they  grow  by  simple  face-to-face  contact  with 
supporting  units.  Problems  shared  often  become  problems  solved  with  out¬ 
side  advioe  and  experience, 

g,  (U)  Organization.  Organizational  chart  and  station  listings 
appear  as  Inclosure  #3. 

h,  (U)  Chaplain. 

(1)  Ti.o  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  Chaplain  has  conducted  a 
total  of  26  Sunday  Protestant  religious  services  with  a  total  attendance 
of  422  soldiers, 

(2)  Tno  Battalion  Chaplain  h'.s  supervised  40  denominational  Sunday 
and  weekday-  services  with  laymon  leading,  Sunday  services  are  held  weekly 
at  the  223d  Aviation  Batt-lion  Hoadquaart^rs  and  L:inc  ^iTiny  Heliport,  Mid¬ 
week  Protestant  sorvicos  are  hold  at  the  Battalion  Chaplain's  Office, 

(3)  During  tlais  period  the  ohaplain  has  made  52  visits  to  troops 
locatud  at  Ban  Mo  Ihuot,  Dong  Ba  Thin,  Phu  Hiop,  Plciloi,  Da  dang,  Kontim, 
Choc  Rco,  Dalat  and  Phan  Thiot  as  well  as  providing  continuous  service  at 
Qui  Nhon  and  area  coverage  to  Lane  Army  Heliport. 

(4)  The  battalion's  offerings,  tot  ling  $243, 43»  wore  designated  for 
local  ch-iritics  as  determined  by  the  'Qui  lihon  Area  Coiisolidatod  Chaplain's 
F\md  Council, 

(5)  During  this  period  the  Battlion  Chaplain  attended  tho  Roligiou. 
Day  of  Recollection  for  tho  12  chaplains  in  tho  ''Jui  Mhon  area  throo  timus, 
Tho  Chapl.la  also  attended  the  Ist  Aviation  Brigade  Chaplain's  Conforonce 
at  Lon-'  BLih  during  the  month  of  J.-Jiu  xy, 

(6)  During  tho  Cluristeas  season,  tho  following  items  were  given  to 
tho  Holy  lil'.ont  Orphonago  from  various  groups  in  the  Stales: 

(a)  100  boxes  of  clothing 

(b)  40  cases  of  candy 

(c)  25  c.ans  of  food 

(d)  Milk  to  be  dolivored  daily 

(7)  On  Christinas  Day  the  Battalion  Chaplain  made  14  visits  to  members 
of  this  battalion  located  throughout  11  Corps. 

(8)  The  Battalion  Chaplain  has  been  selected  to  serve  as  a  member  of 
tho  (Jui  Nhon  Area  Consolidated  Chaplain's  Fund  Council. 
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(l)  .d’J.i  ...'I'lLli..  uaLtuii  a  jcrt.nuud  nupport  or  td'a'  -cUi  ilhwn 

1'  r  :A.;c  pro '  .1  :.c,.  .  •.■a’  l.  ;.  "o  atribul.i.-ii..  cf  ?lo'.oL:i.;  .’.nd  rrJvap'.;  liunber, 

..  'Jhi'i.i ;rra;  p o  I'cr  i.r  h.'dir;  Iron,  lav.-  ur,.hanap:e  (  f  tiaj  AeirJur 
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id  ilio  li  r:  e  i'  i  'taid,;  t'r  :v.  rtitcsidu  groUpi:  a  .cl  'd  padra.d  on 

by  nc-mborn  <  j'  iiiid,  .‘ivi.ti  ...i, 

(d)  iraj  Idtb  .cVL'Cii  a  ar.ip.o'v'  u.j.itLiu.d  d’u,  r‘,  i  tl  o  Da  •■aiig 

Orphauuigi;  tbrcugi'  ti.  di.'trilxiti  ii  .£  clotl.iny  ,mJ  i^-gaiuc  Tv.'.aty- 
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to-  .A'i  A  L  -  A  .  ,y. 

(3.’  ‘  ■■  '’'id  ;  i.i.p.dy  coi.tr Lbnt'jcJ  oiy.'iL  m.ji-dayr  t.v/.crJ  civic 

aebi  -..  pr  etc  i...  Voi.,- .r.  T:;  D,.c  rU'.r  five  :::  .a-d  .ys  WoT'.  civoo  J.'.r.g 

with  Ci  ri:;. ;■  .ek  .g.,;;  .  r.'P  .T'a!  'rrj  ui'.i  ■  rb  ,ra  ,ad  do;,  i  ,.d  t  local 
vill  .goi-G.  i-i.  ■’  -  .u.ry  Ua.rd-f  ,  t  f  lu.-.b.r  .ad  five  ..i-d  .y;;  or  ti.o 
oquiv -Loat  !'  '/'d^l7,"nA]  ./.r  .  d  r;  ted  U.  loo  JL  iicha  1;:  f  r  iMprovciaor'.tc, 

(')  T:',a  1d5tr.  d'.'iatic.’i  Cc.n}:my  c  ntinued  an  active  clvi  .affairs 

pr  rgr.oir,  fr 'jectr  r .yed  f."  r:  build  ray  'oodr.  f  r  Ba.'  L'  v's  M  ntagnard 
Urphaa.iroy  roji  .Lri  .y  e;iuj-j;,py  •,  ,,i  pj.  lyi.iy  v.lioytail!  aaa  toiruis 

wilo  til"  Viet:r.'j;.e,cf’  lUtL  i;;,  raid  participating  ia  the  Chric.tnas  pr  gra-vs 
at  t!ie  oath  lie  0rp;,’an,:i;'i.;  .f  l;an  .'-le  Dru.-t  and  Gho.i  Hcu,  Ihc  a.oii  f  thc- 
Iddtl.  d  .'..ted  tw  hundrciii  piirnds  ..f  cement  to  t;ie  conctn’.cti  A'  the  Ban 
Me  Tlru’ t  akin  Cliui'.’,  t  itd  L..  the  treatment  jf  lepr  sy, 

(5)  T!:o  CO  3d  avi'.ti  C  ..a. ary  s,  red  .a  turkey  diiurur  .r  T;i.a’drr:giving 
v/ith  10  rpha.i:;  c  id  3  C'tiv  lie  .Ju.or  fr  .  .le  rby  rpr.  an  .yo.  On  Ch.ristir.a.E 
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AVBACE— DE  9  February  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Leeeons  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  January  1970 

Day  the  men  of  the  203d  delivered  50  pounds  of  Ccindy,  soap,  chevring  gum 
and  toothpaste  to  two  local  orphanages.  In  addition  the  men  made  minor 
repairs,  donated  salvaged  lumber  and  tin  for  repairs  and  improvements, 

(6)  Ihe  225th  aviation  Company  opened  its  mess  hall  to  30  orphans 
from  the  Toy  Hou  Orphanage  for  n  lhanksgiving  dinner.  In  continuing  to 
recognize  the  needs  of  the  orphan  ige,  food  has  been  dona.ted  on  .a  regular 
b  .sis  since  Th.mksgiving, 

k,  (C)  Sign  .1. 

(1)  ZYit  Program:  The  2IR  program  which  provides  for  thu  modification 
of  all  U,S.  iirmy  aircr.aft  in  RW  to  accept  the  new  family  series  of  r.adios, 
was  completed  e-'jrly  in  this  resorting  period.  Two  0-1 A  'dreraft,  tail 
tiumbLi's  5h-l2308  and  51-12086,  wore  rocoivod  in  late  January  with  tho  old 
series  r  .da  ^s,  AfV-iRO-AA  raid  .'jT/.ilCU60,  instillod.  To  comply  with  trio  ZYR 
progT'-an,  those  aircraft  will  bo  modified  as  soon  as  support  is  available. 
However  this  unit  has  boon  adviaixl  that  at  loast  30  days  will  bo  required 

to  get  raoidif ic ■'.ti. m  kits  in  country  and  then  no  specific  date  for  modification 
is  sot  du.:.  to  tho  lew  priority  assigned  for  this  modification, 

(2)  213  Progr  -m:  Ihe  ZIS  pn  gr-jn  which  pr,  videS  f^r  tiie  modific  .tion 
of  0-1  -nd  OV-1  aircraft  te'  instill  TSEC/KY-28  secure  voice  oqiiipment,  is 
complwtod  .,s  st  .ted  in  the  previous  ORLL  with  tho  exception  of  one  0-1 E 
and  tv/o  0-1..  aircr  ft  received  in  1  .te  J-.riuary,  Tno  0-1E  aircraft  will  bo 
modified  as  Sicn  as  passible  aid  the  0-1..  .aircraft  as  so.m  as  tho  ZYR 

pr  -igram  hun  boon  ceimplotod  cn  than, 

(3)  High  Frequency  Radij  TeletyToowriter  Syatum:  Four  companies  havo 
boen  issued  tho  AiT/VSC-Z  RATT  witl:  the  rosult  that  each  company  headquarters 
now  has  direct  comrnuntcati  .ns  available  with  battalion  hoadquartors,  Socuro 
Tolotypc  comraunicati  ns  arc  in  .jperati.m  to  all  but  one  company  which 
roquiros  certain  repair  parts  t  bo  operati  nal, 

1»  (U)  Public  Inf orniatl  .in. 

(1)  The  223d  aviation  Battalion  I.aformation  Office  continued  its 
mission  of  supplying  material  to  all  subordinato  units  for  use  in  their 
information  programs  and  oublishiag  the  battalion  raontlily  newspaper,  "The 
Griffin  Gab", 

(2)  Support  from  units  in  tne  iiometown  Hews  Release  Center  for  this 
period  remained  constant  at  ti.j  last  quarters  lovol,  Trj.s  quarter's 
figures  aro  as  follows: 
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SL'BJld.  T: 

Ope ra L  i on.i 

1  Report -Lessons 

Learned, 

22  Jd  .\v  i a t  i  on 

hattu 1  ion 

( t.'uiuljaL  J  , 

Period  Lnding  J1 

January 

19  70 

UNIT 

NOV 

i)i:c 

JAN 

TOTAL 

line,  223 

•Avn  lin  (Obl)  lb 

1  1 

.:9 

IHlm  .Avn 

Co  (''■,) 

4 

9 

(1 

19 

1  H  5d  .Avn 

Co  (L'A) 

1  1 

1 1 

(j 

>  ) 

IHsLli  .Avn 

Co  (l.'A) 

lb 

0 

1  2 

J/ 

20 Jd  .\ vn 

Co  (r.A) 

14 

1 1 

29 

21  Util  .Avn 

Co  (i:.a; 

> 

f 

J 

2  2  A  ill  .Avn 

Co  (aA) 

liJ 

I.") 

2»j 

51 

'!  O’TAI. 

7() 

59 

1 9 

(  i) 

bur  lire,  1  Iris 

reporting  period,  6!3  news  rele,iser.  Were  pripeessed 

t  li rounli  i 

he'  22  id  .'.vi.iLlon  13aLt,ilion 

1  Ill  orm.it  Lon  Of  lice  and 

43  Wul'i; 

w.i riled  I'l 

; he  ! 7Lh  A 

V  i  .It  icjii  Croup  1  C' 

r  use  in 

otl.-'f  (.oinmand 

1  n  1  0 ri,..i !.  ic.ii 

lire  d  i  .1  . 

S  .  Sec.  1  i 

on  .  hew. 

011s  Learned;  (..'oiiimaiider  '  s 

.  Observations, 

T.Va  1  U.il  i  p.l.r,  .a 

.1  1  1  ‘ill  >  . 

n  .  ( '  J  I'e  rsnnne  1  .  None 

B.  {  !  ■  t  ■■  ■  •  '.'i••'l,ll  Kci.  (. 1111,1  i  i',,iiii,c  pro-  viini  pir.j .  i  I  ■,  I  i.ii 

ijf  i 1  ill),; 

(l)  Observations:  iiviutors  rfconnaisraace  missions  perfoi-m.. 

oust  when  -.doquat.jly  ini'ormoc  of  e-n_:v  -’ictivitios  and  ’..’hen  thuy  seo 
tangibio  re.nultii  from  their  W  sigr.tings. 

(ij)  b.'.-iu..iticr! i  Thu  con.solidation  of  iir  Force  ahd  .iriny  intuUigunco 
reports  nlo.ig,  with  inteilige-nco  contributions  from  supported  units  and  his 
parent  unit  mak,.,  a  valid  picture  of  the  enemy  situation  for  a  reconnaissance 
pilot,,  This  ciucr..  te  kiwv/ledgo  of  what  he  is  looking  for  along  with  the 
knowl..'i,:„  of  wiiit  will  be  done  wr  Ui  his  signting.s  alloiva  the  aviator  to 
fulfill  his  mission  in  tn>,'  most  efficient  manner.  Where  such  pre-  and 
post-mission  information  has  been  furnished,  ..viator  morale  has  soared 
along  with  nd.ssion  results, 

(3)  Recommend  '.tio.n:  Th,it  pre-  aid  posc-misaion  intelligence  briefings 
be  given  by  sup;Jorted  units  to  •'econnalsauijce  pilots.  T)ic.;e  briefipgs 
should  summarise  the  er.umy  aiturtion  in  the  pre-mission  briefing  and  actions 
planned  on  the  basis  of  the  ruconnaiss.onco  misaion  in  the  post-mission 
briefing, 

(4)  Comm.ind  As  t.io.'i:  iToordin^tion  h.us  been  'ey  subordinate  units 

to  allow  raconnais.:;a:ico  iViatcra  to  attend  pre-mi asi  >.’i  briefings  along 
with  .ilf  Forcv;  F.AC  r.d  i'ot  .i"/  wing  o.vi  .tors  . 
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AVBACl^DE  9  -Febnaar}'  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  itopnr^-Le/.jonn  Bcarnod,  223d  Aviatio;i  Battalion 
(Co'nbat.!,  Porro-:  E.iln.;  31  3 -uai';.'  1970 

c,  (C)  Operations. 

( 3  ^  SUll— 05  Fv'Pto  .Oisnar'.S'-r : 

(a)  Observation:  Tne  ni.'rn*'  ;'ho iogrupnic  capability  of  this  unit's 
Mohav;k  oircrift  has  toon  reostablisnod  usLi"  the  SUU~25  floJe  dispenser, 

(j)  Eviluatlfn:  To  oolain  a.-  . ;  aL,]ht  pnotogrnpiiLc  results  with  the 
KS-61  cojner  •,  synte:.  on  th.,  OV-I,  it  is  nec .).os  iry  for  the  aircrai't  to 
maintain  .;  cnntLniii:!u;j  grouni  r'.l ■<  j- :.i'  ''00  to  1000  foot.  The  problems 
:aid  h-azeo-ds  ii.voiv.jd  in  fiv'..:.,;  x-in-wLr.g  Ircr  '.ft  n.t  200  Kts  over  rolling 

end  moantair.oun  terr  .in  t  n  low  dtitudo  required  some  method 

of  artifioi'il.ly  lig.'.ti.:^  ’  r  'Ju  th^  widi;  area  in  II  Corps 

cover„d,  iJ  '  unin  ■.  ■  Ic.n  ''•■nui  i  n.  O’.'u  i  for  nil  misnions  by  artillery, 

Mr  Force  ...^l  1‘' ‘  n  or  .Ai-zl" : ,  or  ■  lu  t  ry  Wing  Mreruft  without 
excessive  support  rd  •  rt.r  .e y  tt,T.(>-''or..ming  coordinution.  Therefore 
an  ill’umin-ti lu.  ,r  -  •  •  n  -  '  i-  d  'ny  the  OV-1  itself  is  required, 

however  then,  i.  :u,  'sa  ■  .  .r:.y  inventory  wiiich  c^Ji  provide 

more  titan  fcur-fl  x.  ;  -,bi‘::ey  r  *J'  C:V-1 , 

Liaison  witii  th-'  Air  '.\:r  ■  ■  r-x'i-  tl.-  i  a  n.'ixo  dispenser  used  on  the  F-100 
which  carri'-'  I'iuht  i,  a  i-r  dispe:ise'r.  This  dispenser,  the 

3UU-25  E/A  M-/4,  "a.  l,,-  .-.r  ui; .  e  .e  im:dificaticn  under  each  wing  of 

the  OV-1,  gavi.'.y  a  fi  -x  .bility, .  This  system  was  tested  and 

then  used  for  cosl  la  support  ;r,  i:,  lu  Faing  fireii.  Results  wore  excellent 
and  indicate  that  night  ;  ivti  yra- hi  '  .■■ls::i' ns  nur,  now  bo  safely  performed 
using  the  CUh'-25  syster  Ir.  •  unc ti^u'.  v.'itr.  stindard  niqiit  photographic 
equipment  cf  ti.  ;  ('V-', 

(c)  Reciurr.  .nd;i  tirn:  .'/.■'.-25  D/A  .-IK-iA  flar  dispenser  system 

bo  adopted  La+'-  f. ,  .'ir  a  ;■  t.i  t  its  use  be  authorized  by  TOE 

for  OV-")  u-iitr, 

(d)  Comme:id  n:  i  ..  t  a.,  r  t.  .  ‘.uj  JJ'iJ-25  systum  have  been 

forwarded  tnreuph  , I for  ;Ut.ncrization  to  ret'jln  this 

equipment  cn  rvcelp'.  fr  c,  t  .  ,j.r  u  i..  ,v.j  b<,en  suimiitt.M,  and  necessary 
coordir^uticr.  r.  ;d  ;  w;  • tn  ..Lr  Frr  ;  ,  Curru.r.t  night  photographic  missions 
are  utilizing  this  .-qulpm,.r.t, 

(2)  Movcrient  of  Unit  li:uin~.vr, t: 

(a)  Ol>;;erv.itie-n:  liirhiy  t  .onr,  i'cl  ..quiir-...nt  -jid  equipment  that  Is 

difficult  to  i.-iov.  c  e,  ;:.;v..d  '.v.  -t  e ff iai..: itiy  by  tn.  omaing  unit, 

(b)  EV'-luation;  li  AI/TA(^1  grc.a’id  d  .ta  termin''!  locr.tv^d  ^.t  LZ 
Uplift  was  requested  to  b.  :novM  by  tr;...  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  Coord¬ 
ination  -ind  control  of  tho  movement  \j  :s  given  to  ■'•he  Commanding  Officer 
of  thv.  2?.5ti;  .'.yiati  n  Conp'.ny,  th..  o-wni;'ig  unit,  Aft-.r  coordinating  with 

the  Using  ixiit,  t.h_  173d  .Irbar.'i.  Bri'p-.d;,  th,.  225th  sMectM  a  now  location 
at  LZ  Tv;o  Bits  uid  /de  .1  ground  r..ccn::-.lss,a;ice  tc  deter, nl.ie  the  best  site. 
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AVBAC3-Dii  9  Febru,;ry 

SUBJECT:  Operati  Repcr b-Lecsons  Learned^  223d  Aviation  BattcuLion 
(Coj-ibat),  Period  Endint?  31  danua.-y  1970 

Direct  liaison  uith  a  Cii-47  crew  frorc  the  iBOth  Aviation .Doiapany  was 
effected  by  ti;o  225tii  Operations  Officer.  Tiie  laovo  was  accomplished  so 
successfully  that  tho  f^round  data  tcn.iinal  -was  oppritio.iol  in  its  n«w 
location  wLlnin  4B  liuurs  of  tlie  original  novoment  re  -uest, 

•Hecorj'and'.tic.Jii:  That  since  owning  units  know  the  requirements 
and  ■,.nobl.j:\s  inherent  w*th  their  equipment,  owning  units  .-n-oiiLd  ee  given 
ruspe,.sibili t;;  for  ca'Jcing  necesstury  equipment  novc!.:ontn, 

(u)  Comrsind  .Lction:  Coordination  has  boon  made  with  supported  units 
and  their  st  ffs  te  e.-surp  th't  sucli  n  policy  is  foLlvWcd  in  the  future. 

( 3 )  Go^rdLn  .t  Leii  between  /unv  0-1  Aviators  and  tar  ForC',  1..C  '  s : 

(  :)  Olservati  .a:  Coordinated  ncti.'n  between  ilirw.ird  .'lir 

Controllers  ad  1.35th  Aviation  Com  .n.iy  pilots  in  Quiuiy  Due  province 
resulted  in  reduc  ,a  air  c jn;y..^'tL.  n  .ad  ..j.lovjcd  contiaueus  c  v.,r -g..  of 
targ  ,t  "'.reas  with  .:.-odmum  pressui'-^  n  ti.^  enemy. 

(b)  Ev.lu-ti.n:  Combining  .dr  F^rc^  and  iirmy  missi  ns  oy  putting 
b.  th  an  .Ar  Fore j  .and  .X’.y  avi  .t.  r  in  tin.'  sojae  -aircr  .ft  r  .suited  in 
gre-.tly  incre  .s  -i  mission  cffcctivonesa  in  the  support  af  the  Bu  Prang 
and  Due  Lap  dp..c;i.l  Forces  C"nps.  .Jrnj'  >and  .Ar  Fbrce  -.viat.ars  rec-Aved 
bri..fin.v's  t-igetner  '.nd  th-.a  flow  together  in  either  .iv  -jrmy  r  .Ar  Force 
aircr 'ft.  Froa  th-  st  .rt  it  w.''.s  underste  .d  th -.t- reg.'.rdless  of  who  w.as 
flying,  tee  Air  Force  pil-at  controlled  tactic  A  .air  strikes,  while  the 
jirniy  avL.t  r  w.’.s  re.,pcnslble  f..r  'idju.stini:;  artillery  nu  c.atroling 
helicopter  -juaships.  Yet  b  Ah  -'.vi  .tars  wcr.j  f  siiili  nr  aAt!.  the  other's 
job  s vAi.t  e'.cii  ceiiid  t-Jce  jv„r  if  m  in  ton  me  e  prebl.a.is- prevented  th.. 
other  rran  c.):..-;unic''.ting.  The  result  w  is  t!i  .t  .'-nly  hsAf  tiie  number  -f 
;Arcr  ft  \/ere  fl  wn  than  would  otherv/isc  ruiv.  been  r.,quired,  Tho  extra 
.aircr"ft  weiu  taeii  •vAl’.ble  whe.a  needed  t.  ;.:e-t  sudden  lae-tic.-A  e...ero,aicio 
.and  keep  up  a  c  hut-nt  .'Ar  support  t  gr  mad  units.  In  idditi  jn  .Ar  F.,rc(j 
.-•eld  At  .y  'Vi  it  ■■rs  gained  a  fpreator  luia.-rst-’.nding  A'  each  .Aiior's  mission 
raid  :  senso  .'f  cooper  iti  a  th -t  c 'ntinues  bey..nd  single  ?Assi  n  fr^jic, 

(c)  ReC.j; lend  .ti  n:  Tn  A  .ir  .y  sad  .Ar  F.-rce  C.-;:  .uiders  .t  UK; 

!■.  west  leVels  .st  biisi'.  li  ais  a  t  s.Ast  ,  0..  'ther  i..  .cc  ..plisiAng 
tlioir  ..Assigns, 

(d)  C..;,'i.iand  Act!  n:  U.nit  C '.a. suiJers  iaavo  b  en  -nc  uraged  to  coord¬ 
inate  '.;ieh  the  .Ar  Force  uiut.s  La  tin  ir  ari;a, 

(4)  bse-  f  React!  Time; 

(a)  Observation;  Forr.ial  reaction  tiaae  after  locatia;,  a  stationary 
target  b-foro  an  airstiAke  or  artillery  is  brought  in  on  tnc  target  may 
be'  put  to  valuable  use. 
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SUBJECT!  (^oratlonol  Rooor-b-Lossons  Loomed,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Coabat),  Period  Ending  31  January  1970 

(b)  Evaluation!  SoVoral  aviators  havo  found  Irootchos,  bridges  or 
other  stationary  targets  ond-coUbd  dostnictivo  nlssions  in  on  thcD. 
Howover  in  tho  period  it  takes  for  tactical  air  or  ortillory  to  got  into 
action,  tlio  ontiro  area  nay  bo  rooonnod.  Since  onei^y  activity  is  ovidont 
Ln  tho  area,  bottor  targota  oro  often  found  to  divert  on  arriving  air 
strike  against.  If  on  aviator  noroly  obsorvos  a  singlo  target  until  it  is 
hit,  ho  loses  tho  opportunity  to  hit  other  nearby  targets  with  reduced 
react:  on  ti.ao, 

(c)  Rocomendation!  Aviators  should  be  orientateal  by  initial  training 
and  on  standardization  chockridos  to  make  constant  and  best  use  of  their 
airborno  timo^ 

(d)  Coni.Tand  Action:  Tho-  above  procedure  has  boen  put  into  Standard¬ 
ization  chtunnels  for  dissomination  to  unit  aviators. 

d,  (U)  Organization.  None 

e,  (U)  Training.  None 

f,  (C)  Logistics.  Riel  Contamination 

(1)  Observations  Riel  contamination  at  outlying  units  continues 'to 
bo  a  problura, 

(2)  Evaluations  If  tlie  usual  single  fuol  somreo  at  an  outlying  site 
is  suspected  of  contamination,  long  mission  delays  may  result  duo  to  the 
time  to  get  more  fuel  .and  to  have  san^iloe  taken  to  control  locations  for 
aiaolysis,  /iltornato  fuel  sources  may  be  maintained  to  prevent  such  ddlays, 
however  c.-jo  must  bo  taken  that  dlte-mato  fuol  so'irces  do  not  got  con- 
toraina.tod  themsolvos  by  being  lof  t  usdLnspocted  for  long  periods.  When 
alternate  sources  arc  roquirod,  the  fuel  should  bo  checked  prior  to  its 
use  .md  filtered  again  as  it  is  pumped  for  aircraft  use, 

(3)  Recommendation:  Th  :t  alternate  Riel  sources  bo  provided  and  that 
they  be  periodic.'’J.ly  inspected.  That  when  they  are  to  be  used,  the  same 
type  filter  system  used  on  fuel  tankers  be  used  to  filter  the  fuel  before 
it  is  used  in  any  aircraft, 

(4)  Command  .lotion:  These  recommendations  'iXe  being  iraplementated 
by  subordinate  units. 

g,  (C)  Communic  ations.  Old  Series  Radios: 

(1)  Observation:  Several  0-1 A  aircr:aft  have  been  received  in  country 
with  iii'l/-iRC-44  and  AN/ .ilC-60  UHF  radios  installed, 

(2)  Bv-'luation:  These  radios  do  not  have  the  capability  to  net  with 
gll  frequeiocies  used  by  tho  current  series  of  radios,  Tho  -11/ ARC-54 
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SUBJECT;  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  22id  Avidtion  ildii.iliin 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  January  1470 

and  AN/ARC-51BX  radios.  Aircrait  equipped  with  old  radios  (.annot  t  ()!niiiu!i  i  > 
with  most  airfield  controls  on  UIIF  or  many  ground  units  on  KM.  io  be  lull 
mission  ready,  these  aircraft  must  have  the  new  series  radius  inst.illed  by 
receiving  units.  This  involves  an  extended  delay  due  to  at  least  a  !')- 
day  wait  for  modification  kits  to  be  received  in  country  alter  In'ing  i in-r 
Further  time  is  lost  as  the  low  priority  assigned  to  this  modi! it  at  inn 
generally  result?  in  another  30  -  60  day  w.iit  for  the  modification  to  be 
performed . 

(3)  Recommendation:  Time  and  material  support  lor  switching  old 
series  to  new  series  radios  can  be  most  e.isily  lound  prior  to  .lin  r.ilt 
leaving  CONUS.  To  be  fully  mission  ready  in  the  shortest  period  oi  time 
after  arrival  in  country,  aircraft  should  be  retrofitted  witli  tiie  AM/.tRt  -  "> 
and  AN/ARC-51BX  radios  before  arrival  in  Vietnam. 

(A)  Commana  Action;  Aircraft  not  modified  prior  to  .irrival  at  thi  , 
unit  are  being  modified  upon  arrival- 

h.  (C)  Materiel.  Spartan  Engine  Failures: 

(1)  Observation;  During  calendar  year  1464,  this  unit  has  I'eieiv.  d 
42  U-IA  aircraft  engines  overhauled  by  Spartan  AircrjIt  Company  of  'iulsa, 
Oklahoma.  All  but  six  of  these  engines  falleJ  prior  to  stheduled  repl.ne- 
ment  times. 

(2)  Evaluation:  Spartan  rebuilt  engines  were  expected  to  last  for 
1200  flight  hours.  Due  to  extremely  high  failure  rates,  this  figure  was 
reduced  to  600  flight  hours  in  September  1969,  by  a  DA  level  technical 
bulletin.  In  spite  of  an  average  of  300  man-hours  required  per  engine  to 
correct  installation  mistakes  and  adjust  tolerances  prior  to  putting  each 
engine  on  an  aircraft,  only  ten  ol  the  forty-two  engines  received  were 
able  to  fly  to  the  600  hour  mark,  and  no  engine  has  functioned  to  the 
1200  mark.  These  engines  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  perform  sat i s f ac tor  i  1  v 
tor  ary  period  of  time.  They  have  tailed  after  only  two  hours  and  their 
median  failure  time  is  220  hours. 

(3)  Recommendation:  That  all  Spartan  overhauled  engines  be  removed 
from  the  supply  system  and  engines  overhauled  by  the  current  contractor, 
Pratt  and  Whitney,  be  substituted  immediately. 

(4)  Command  Action:  Numerous  KlR's  have  been  submitted  on  this 
subject.  Aircraft  having  Spartan  engines  are  currently  restricted  to 
daylight  VMC  situations  except  for  t.ictical  emergencies  and  short  climb- 
outs  or  approaches  under  INC  situations. 

i.  (U)  Others.  None. 


16 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


9  Fobruary  1970 

SUBJECTt  Oporatl  nal  Roport-LoBaons  Loarnod,  223d  -vlc.ti:.n  Battalion 
(Conbat)j  Poriod  Siding  3I  January  1970 


5  Incl 

— ^'it  StrangthB  LTC,  IN 

aaaufiltioo  and  I'lWagdA —  Conoanding 

3.  Oporatlonol  Statistics 
4>  Aircraft  Status 
5t  Organiaational  Chart 
Incl  1  and  2  wd  HQ,  DA 


ROBERT  F.  MC  GUFFIN 


DISTRIBUTION : 

2  CINUSJlP.r.,  ^TTNf  GP0P-J)T,  -i>0  96558 

3  CG,  US.JW,  ,.TINj  ^VHGC-DST,  iPO  96375 

2  CG,  Ist  ;.vn  Bdo.  ilTNi  ^VB.jGC-O,  ^0  96384 
7  00,  17th  I'Ti  Gp  (Cbt),  aTDIj  A'/BACB-SC,  APO  96240 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBACB-SC  (9  Feb  70)  1st  Ind 

SUBJ*X)T:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  I-earned,  nviation  3atta]ion 

(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  iiCS  (.;a''Ou-65  (h1)  ('-) 

DA,  Hi.aD;^U..KTEtL,  17TH  ..JIATIOD  GnOUF  {CUMar.T),  .uO  96^40  24  February  19VC 

TO:  Department  of  the  army  OvCSFOtt,  Da),  Dashingtcn,  D.C.  30310 
Commanding  General,  I  Fj.eld  Force  \/ietram,  aPO  96350 

1.  (C)  This  hei. ’quarters  has  reviewed  the  attached  re;  ort,  considers  il 
to  be  adequate,  and  concui's  \;ith  the  content  as  stated,  except  as  indicat.^d 
belov.'. 

2.  (C)  The  following  comments  and  roco.,i;ienJations  are  subr.itt'-'d ; 

a .  Section  I,  0;x:rations:  Significant  i.etivities , 

(1)  Faragrarh  1b(4),  Porsoni.el ,  Incl  w'1 .  The  reported  i’i.;^ures 
ahtuld  agreu  with  the  ?DS  rapci-ted  31  Jan  70.  Nonconcur.  The  figures 
in  Incl  if\  do  not  agree  with  the  iDS.  The  ibS  figures  are:  OFF-1 36, 

'>0-55j  L;;-861,  total  IO56. 

(2)  laragra.h  1c,  Page  7,  Training.  In  this  para  raph  cor,ii.,!iiia..i's  w  .'l 
state  the  number  01  days  during  the  reporting  period  that  th>-  unit  .ngag,,;: 
in  training,  troop  movements,  or  operations,  itefcrence  bL/La/  uegulation 
525-15,  Para  5b(1)(c). 

(3)  Paragraph  If  (3)  (a),  Pago  8,  Aircraft  ilaint..nanc'- .  Concur  vd.th 
rccoi.imondation  that  an  action  officer's  name  and  telephone  iiui.ber  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  each  sai.iple  to  expedite  notification  of  an.il;'sio  r: suits. 

(4)  Paragraph  1,  Section  I,  Operations:  Si;;naficant  .vctivities. 
tJo  input  from  Surgeon  included. 

b .  Section  2,  Lessons  Leai’ned:  Commaader's  Observation,  .-i ;aluation 
and  ito commendations. 

(1)  Paragraph  2f,  Pago  1  5,  Fuel  Contamination.  Nonconcur.  If 
regular  ins;  actions  of  fuel  filters  ar..  rade  ana  _vjriodic  iuei  samples 
are  taken  at  the  I'u.l  site,  there-  should  be  minimum  fuel  cent-araination 
problems.  ..n  alternate  fuel  source  would  not  all. viate  the  problem 
because  the  3r.;-.o  fuel  and  filter  insjAjctions  must  be  p..riormed  and  trier- 
would  be  no  guarantee  that  the-  alternate  fuel  soiU'Ce  would  not  become 
contaminet-d. 


(2)  raragraL  2g(3),  Pa.ge  I6,  Old  Series  Radio.  Concur.  To  retro¬ 
fit  these  aircraft  in  Vietnam  takes  from  30-45  days  to  corapf-te. 

(3)  Paragraph  2h(3),  Pago  16,  Spartan  Engine  Failures.  Concur: 

<.11  Spartan  Engines  presently  in  supply  have  beon  recall-d  upon  verbal 
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AVPA-GC-HIST  (9  Feb  70)  2d  Ind 

bUB  EGTi  Operational  Report-Leaaona  Learned  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CE?L'H-65  (R^^) 

(u) 

DA,  Headquartera,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  90550 

TO  I  Commanding  General,  lat  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  963'-4 

(U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  evaluated  subject  Operational 
Rep'  "t-Leesons  Learned  and  forwarding  indorsement  and  concurs. 

FOR  THE  COM'IAKDJRi 
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AV!-iCv-DJT  (9  Feb  7^^)  ^tr.  Ind 

SLIBJ3CT:  Operational  Report-Lesaon.':  Learn.'!,  ..viatlun  rattalict. 

(Combat),  Perl  i.i  LnCin^  31  Janaary  ’  ?70 

"eadquarters ,  United  -tatec  /army,  Vietnam,  APO  ^  in  Fran  l:r.")  '^^'"'73  7  0  MV  TJ71 

TO:  Commander  in  Thief,  ''nlteJ  ^tate,  ■r-iy,  PaoifL-,  iP.  r-01', 

/vPC  9655F 

*•  (u)  Tliis  'nsajlnuartora  ''la.i  a'e'.levit.i  t'.e  operition^l  Rc:' .  r!,- !.(•:  - 

Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  enJln>  ..  ana  ary  197"'  2rr\  ..cri  _  .  ii-tca  , 

223d  .'wiation  Battalion  (C.)’iibaL;  and  con  uir  viiti  (,!  1-  c  j  ,-,ent;.  '  ■  .’ji. 

headquarters . 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (C)  Reference  Item  conc'-'m’nel  "-U  '-r’y  are  j1  ;q  i-n.; e;'’' ,  ,  a_.-  ;  , 

paragraph  2c(').  1st  Aviatfon  ;r'_a.l.a  i.:  e'<aiinins;  t  ll..pf  tv.-c  r  " 
determine  Its  suitability  f..:  jV-'  air  raft,  i'.occmnend  tl.at  t;.ls  ■.■Lti  ' 
be  addresse.]  by  AVJJOM. 

b.  (J)  Riferenre  ite.:  jn..  err.  In.^  "i-'n-l  J  anta- in-Mrn"  ,  pare 

paragraph  ."'f,  and  paragraph  fl,’,,  ‘.nt  In !  rre-.ent;  ■;r  wit!  t..f. 

indorsement.  T'.e  alternate  fuel  sour  -e  woul-l  Qso  be  .  ubjcot  to  the 

possibility  of  fuel  contamin-itl'.r'u  Fuel  •.intamln.aticn  1:;  best  'ontro]  1  e  ; 
by  frequent  Inspections  of  fu"l  filter."  ar.'i  by  perluiic  fuel  :  ar.p!  ’  n.". 
action  by  higher  !-.e  ad  quarter,  i.  re.  '.-en  Jo  i. 

c.  (C)  Reference  ite-.  ,  i.'iccT.lng  "^11  ..crier  ra.llos",  pager  ■’3, 

paragTiph  2r,  'On'l  paragrapl.  "b(!,,  ;..t  In  !..rscr.ent :  ■:''n'')r.  .vs  -  re. ..It 

of  the  Closed  Loop  .juiip'"rt  '.m '"ere nee,  Karor.  '970)  .WJ.JtM  Is  estat  lie'. ! n 

a  program  whereby  all  LVR/JV.  aircraft  modifications  will  1  c •  ac cumpl i.:,’ c- : 
in  COb'Ud. 

d.  (C;  Reference  iton  '..ncerr.ing  ".ipart.an  ^ij^lne  '^'allures",  page  ‘.f, 

paragraph  2i],  an.l  paragrinh  .'9(3/ •  F't  Indorsement:  -oncur.  .actloii  lias 
been  ta':en  b„.  AV^COK  to  re-  mvo  the  -partan  ^verhaulel  en»;infs  from  the 
supply  system,  and  to  r*'pl  t  tht~>  wit.i  tbo.ee  overhaule  1  t.y  ...anadlan  I'rat.t 
and  c/hitney.  The  Lo"i::ti''r:  div!ri  n,  T,'.R'.'  .tvi.ition  .iectirn  dirsemln.ate ; 
this  information  to  'J- '  .'nit:'  in  1  9'’0. 

FOR  T:;F  JOKMAUDFR: 


I  '7,  M'J^PAY 
aOC 

;,S  'tun'  Adiutant  Genetol 
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1st  Avn  HJe 
223d  Avn  Hn 


GPOP-DT  (9  Feb  70)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Coiiibat) 

for  Period  Ending  31  January  1970 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  g  1970 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Depaitmcnt  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  U.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 
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Secunty  ClaiBification 


DOCUMENT  CONTROL  DATA  K  i  D 

_ f  Security  I  IttM  tlltr  a  (ton  ol  IM/e.  butty  ol  mba(t»c  I  mnii  tndentn^  mtn/n  4*  •*trm  .  • 


1  ORiGtNATiNC  ACTiviTv  (Corpormta  muthor  ‘  I ,  ^  7]  TThi  T* 

I  CUNKUlLNTlAl. 

Hy,  OA(!SFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


»  HtPOWT  HfLt 


Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  22Jd  Aviation  liattalion 

*  OttcwiPTivt  nOTKS  fTypm  ol  ropofl  *nd  (nc.'uai vo 

Kxpu  r  L  I'l.c.  «j  s  ol  uiM'  engaged,  in  t  ounterlnsurgent operations,  1  Nov  69  to  Jl  dan  7(J. 


s  AU  THOn<Si  (FltMt  nmwta.  middim  (nitiml,  lma(  nmma) 

CO,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
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